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The quality of life and human development index of community living along Pahang 
and Muar river: a case of communities in Pekan, Bahau and Muar 
ABSTRACT 
Rivers have something to do with the improvement of the quality of life of the rural 
community. A lot of benefits can be offered to the river community. This study intends to 
reveal the level of quality of life of the rural community living along two major rivers in 
Malaysia, the Pahang and Muar Rivers. Apart from this, this study intends to investigate the 
level of Human Development Index of the Pahang and Muar River community by using an 
established human development index known as the Well-o-Meter. This is a quantitative 
study, where a total of 900 respondents had been selected. A developed questionnaire was 
used and survey was employed. Based on the results gained, it can be identified that the 
respondents studied recorded a high level of mean score in the aspects of social involvement 
and relationship, home condition, safety at the areas and education. The human development 
index employed have detected that the respondents studied do have a low level of HDI. The 
findings of the study were further discussed.  
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